Following Magellan’s voyage to the Philippines,
Spain had established a trade route across the
Paci ¢ Ocean: Acapulco to Manila and back, a
secret they kept for half a century, until Captain
Francis Drake climbed a tall tree at the Isthmus of
Panama and gazed for the rst time at the Paci c.
He vowed he would sail that ocean.

Since Spain had forbidden England to trade in their
Southern seas, England’s Queen Elizabeth sought a
Northern route to the riches of the Indies, the

fabled Northwest Passage. In the year 1577 Eliza-
beth sent her most brilliant navigator and com-

mander on a secret voyage, with orders to sail down the coast of South America and
through the Straits of Magellan. Once in the Southern seas
he was to look for the mythical continent of Australis
Incognita.

He would then sack the treasure houses of New Spain.
With his ship lled with Spanish treasure, he would sail
North in search of the fabled Straits of Anian that English
explorers and geographers believed owed out of Hudson
Bay to somewhere in California. This, the Northwest Pas-
sage, would lead Francis Drake home to England.

Drake had taken the cargos of rich merchant ships, gold, silver, silk and jewels. The Golden
Hind was so lled with treasure, he had no need to sack Acapulco, but instead, at Guatulco, he
headed due West out to sea. Then, turning North he sailed through increasing cold rain, sleet
and icy winds until his men could no longer pull on the frozen ropes. He was forced to turn
South in search of a sheltered harbor where he and his men could clean and repair the Golden

Hind, resupply her with water rewood

and fresh meat. During their ve week
encampment in the Bay which now

carries his name, they were visited by
Native American Indians with whom they
exchanged words, songs and gifts. After
repairing and restocking the Golden Hind,
Drake would return home by circumnavi-
gating the globe.
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How Was Drake’s Landing

At Drakes Bay Con rmed?

Drake, a brilliant navigator, cited 38 degrees latitude as his landing site at Point Reyes, Californi
Six other contemporary accounts also cited 38 degrees latitude. Drake described the Farallone

Islands, these are at 38 degrees latitude.
“Not farre without this harborough did
lye certain islands.” There are no other
such islands o California’s coast north
of Santa Barbara.

The white cli s described by Drake are
also at 38 degrees. “The white bancks
and cli es which lie toward the sea,”
these are the cli s that reminded Drake
of the white cli s of Albion, along the
English channel.

Archaeological excavations also con rm
Drake’s landing site as Drakes Bay.

Drake had captured four chests of
Chinese porcelains from a Spanish ship.

The clear accounting of his cargo made on his return showed that he had not brought them

home to England. 700 pieces of late 16th

century porcelains have been unearthed fror|
Miwok kitchen middens at Point Reyes.
Some of these sherds had been worked into
pendants and beads, clearly showing the
distinctive chipping and grinding of the

Miwok indians.
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Follow Drake’s ship up the Paci ¢ Coast to Drakes Bay, w
he claimed Nova Albion, New England, for his Queen.
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